In the treatment of whitlow, Dr. Bulkley uses the diachylon ointment prepared according to the formula of Hebra. This ointment is of a soft, buttery consistence, and the finger is to be covered with a thick layer of it, completely enveloping the first joint to a thickness of a quarter of an inch. Over this are placed layers of absorbent cotton, and the whole is loosely bound up. This treatment is to be applied not only to whitlows of a superficial character about the nails but also to those which are very deeply seated on the pulp of the finger, even when there have already been sleepness nights from the throbbing.
It is a good thing, perhaps, to ibe reminded now and again that the quick elimination of septic matter is not the beginning and the end of all therapeutic effort, that such diseases as these will sometimes get well without the knife, and that they do not of necessity produce the evil consequences which are so frequently found in neglected cases; and it is certainly interesting to know what line of treatment is found most useful by a physician who has definitely laid down for himself the task of dealing with such things without the knife.
Moreover, the whole affair seems delightfully simple, and perhaps, in regard to boils, no harm may be done if it misses fire. It :s not safe, however, to be too hopeful about whitlows.
